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Discussion Questions: Africa; Altered States, Ordinary Miracies
-Richard Dowden

Instructions: This excerpt is from the chapter entitled “Dancers and the leopard men: Sierra Leone.”
Read the excerpt and answer the questions below.

1. How does the author compare Africa to Europe in terms of “science and spirit”?

2. How did activist and writer Steve Biko describe religion in Africa?

3. What is the role of the ancestors in African life?

4. According to Ben Okri, Homer, Jesus Christ and Shakespeare would have been more at home in
Africa than our modern Western world. Explain this analysis. What do you think of his

eyaluation?

Jehbtle

5. What is a witch doctor?

6. Provide two explanations of cannibalism in Africa.
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